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for the negotiation of a settlement between the two Powers. These
overtures were followed up, in October 1931, by proposals for a
treaty, which commended themselves to the British Government as
providing ca suitable foundation for treaty negotiations'.1 In the
meantime, however, the Imam had reoccupied part of the Awdali
country, within the boundaries of the British Aden Protectorate,
from which he had been expelled by British air operations in 1928,
and had seized about forty hostages. This hostile act did not deter
the British Government from entering into negotiations with the
Imam; but on the 28th June, 1933, it was announced in the House
of Commons at Westminster, by the Under-Secretary for the Colonies,
that 'the release of the remaining prisoners2 had been made an
absolute condition of the signing of a treaty' and that 'the recovery
of the Awdall territory had been definitely linked up with the treaty
negotiations'. The Under-Secretary went on to say that 'His
Majesty's Government had laid down three conditions for the signing
of the treaty. First, the evacuation of all the Protectorate territory;
secondly, the release of the Protectorate tribesmen; thirdly, the
removal of restrictions on trade between Yaman and the Protectorate.
He understood that the Imam had agreed to the first two conditions,
but up to now no satisfactory answer had been received from him
in respect of the last/

An Anglo-Yamani treaty of friendship and mutual co-operation5
was eventually signed at San* a on the llth February, 1934 (ratifica-
tions being exchanged at the same place on the 4th September of
the same year). In the first of the seven articles, Bang George
recognized the complete independence of King Yahya and his king-
dom. The second article provided that there should always be peace
and friendship between the parties, and that they should maintain
good relations with each other in every respect. The third ran as
follows:

The settlement of the question of the southern frontier of the Yaman
is deferred pending the conclusion, in whatever way may be agreed upon
by both high contracting parties in a spirit of friendship and complete
concord, free from any dispute or difference, of the negotiations which
shall take place between them before the expiry of the period of the
present treaty.

Pending the conclusion of the negotiations referred to in the preceding

1 Statement in the House of Commons at Westminster, on the 16th July,
1932, by the Under-Secretary for War.

fl Of the original forty, 'one was reported to have died, two had escaped,
and nine had been released' by the 28th January, 1933.

3 English and Arabic texts in British Parliamentary Paper Cmd. 4752 of
1934.